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Notes - 

Successful architectural concepts for urban design should promote:

• Social interaction

• Economic prospects

• Environmental sustainability

1. Vertical farming 

Urban agriculture is an ethical component of 
urban design concepts. 

Architecture concepts that include vertical 
farming provide sustainable food production 
for a city as it decreases the reliance on 
imports. 

2. Sustainable Architecture Design Principles 

Sustainable architecture is a core principle of 
urban design. 

The architecture you create needs to be 
responsive to the surrounding site and take 
advantage of the environment’s natural 
conditions to maximise eco-friendly 
performance.

3. Pedestrian-Friendly Design

Encouraging pedestrian-friendly design 
within an architectural concept improves the 
street life within a city. 

Providing rich green spaces, vehicle-free 
zones and cycle routes improves the spatial 
quality of place and promotes a healthier 
lifestyle. 

4. Green Walls and Green Roofs

Utilising Green Walls and Green Roofs are 
extremely beneficial for an urban design as 
they increase sustainability and 
attractiveness. 

Providing a space for vegetation to flourish 
through the use of green walls and green 
roofs can assist in sustainability as the 
vegetation cleans the air. 
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5. Mixed-Use Development

Mixed-use developments are in increasing 
demand within cities due to their diverse 
nature. 

The advantages of mix-use architecture 
concepts are they appeal to a wide range of 
different users and needs while providing a 
sense of community. 

6. Adaptive Reuse

Adaptive reuse involves modernising existing 
buildings for new uses while preserving their 
historic and architectural significance. 

7. Public Spaces

Creating public spaces has also been an 
extremely important aspect of urban design 
such as the Renaissance ‘public square’. 
Social activity can thrive in these pockets of 
space when intelligently designed.

8. Green Spaces and Urban Parks

An urban design with green spaces 
contributes to the overall health of urban 
communities by providing access to nature 
and outdoor activities. Architecture concepts 
that include green spaces provide numerous 
benefits to a city.

 9. Smart Cities and Technological Integration

Smart cities and buildings employ cutting-
edge technology and data analysis to 
improve efficiency, sustainability, and quality 
of life for residents and occupants. 

10. Rainwater harvesting

Rainwater harvesting is a sustainable urban 
design concept as it takes advantage of the 
natural conditions in which your architecture 
is placed. The collection of rainwater can be 
used in a building grey water system
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